THE  TULTURKAMPF.'

Mainz, Baron von Ketteler, who called upon me for that
purpose on several occasions at the beginning of the par-
liamentary session of 1871. I had been in communication
with him in 1865, when I asked him whether he would
accept the archbishopric of Posen, being led to this by a
desire to show him that we were not anti-Catholic, but
only anti-Polish. Ketteler had, probably after communi-
cating with Rome, declined on the ground of his ignorance
of the Polish language. In 1871 he made representations
to me amounting to a demand that the Imperial Constitu-
tion should include the articles in that of Prussia dealing
with the position of the Catholic Church in the state,
three of which (15, 16, and 18) were annulled by the law
of June 18, 1875. So far as I was concerned, the course
of our policy was not determined by religious considera-
tions, but purely by the desire to establish as firmly as
possible the unity won on the battlefield.

In religious matters, my toleration has at all times
been restricted only by the boundaries which the necessity
of various denominations co-existing in the same body
politic imposes on the claims of each particular creed.
The therapeutic treatment of the Catholic Church in a
temporal state is, however, rendered difficult by the fact
that the Catholic clergy, if they desire properly to dis-
charge what is theoretically their duty, must claim a share
in the secular government extending beyond the ecclesias-
tical domain; they constitute a political institution under
clerical forms, and transmit to their collaborators their
own conviction that for them freedom lies in dominion,
and that the Church, wherever she does not rule, is justi-
fied in complaining of Diocletian-like persecution.

It was in this sense that I had some discussion with